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SCHOOL TOURS AND ACTIVITIES  

September 24 – October 25, 2018  

Exhibition: Frank and Victor Cicansky: Keep on Going 

Theme: Reflecting on family roots through art  

Activity: 2018 in clay using the Regina funk movement style 

Looking at our family heritage is an important aspect of this exhibition. It 

focuses on early immigration and first generation Canadians linked through the 

relationship between a father and son. Frank Cicansky immigrated to Canada 

from Romania in 1926 and settled on a farm south of Moose Jaw in the Dirt Hills. Throughout his life he loved 

working with his hands whether in carpentry, blacksmithing, construction, or making toys. Retiring in Regina, 

Frank took up painting and was recognized for his folk art. This style of artmaking often used memory to 

recreate scenes highlighted from the hardships of pioneers and the immigrant experience. 

Victor was born in Regina in 1935 and named after his grandfather. 

He was the eldest of 12 children and grew up as a first generation 

Canadian with memories gardening, canning and pickling. His 

parents wanted a better life for their children. Therefore Victor was 

well educated in the Visual Arts from Davis University in California 

and able to earn a living from his chosen profession as an art 

teacher. Both Frank and Victor shared a love of the arts, working 

with their hands and creating large volumes of work due to their 

strong work ethics. Frank was busy providing for his family but was 

still able to create art without formal training and influenced his son. 

Victor developed his art style from the Californian Funk movement which represented a fun, whimsical way of 

portraying daily life through art. Victor drew his inspiration from memories of growing up in a busy, 

hardworking, immigrant household that struggled with money putting food on the table. 

Students will get a glimpse of the immigrant experience on the tour 

and will be able to reflect on their own daily lives which are so 

different from that of early immigration. Following the tour we will 

look at present day and select something from daily lives that 

represents our present history. From this students will use clay to 

create a piece of art. Example: looking at our eating habits, student 

will create a clay bowl/plate and fill it with their favorite food. At 

school they will paint it in the fun whimsical style of the California 

funk movement.  

Learning Activity: Art: Clay, Painting, California Funk Movement, Our Community: Early Immigration 

 

Frank Cicansky, In the 30s: I'll Show You, acrylic & mixed 

media on Masonite. 

Victor Cicansky, Jam, Clay, glaze, metal 

spoon. 

Sample of student project. 



October 9 – November 22, 2018 

Exhibition: Introduction to the Gallery for first time viewers and Heritage Fair research ideas 

Theme: Learning about Moose Jaw’s History 

Activity: Cataloging historical events 

This tour is meant to introduce students to themes that connect our community’s history. Students will be 

looking at First Nation culture, European contact, Pioneer drive to the West, the construction of the railway, 

settlement in Moose Jaw, immigration into our community, important business, and various events that 

affected our community. Younger and first-time visitors will be introduced to the history of Moose Jaw in the 

Heritage Gallery and will learn; the rules of going into a gallery and tips on how to view the content of the 

galleries, and why the exhibitions are important. Heritage Fair students will learn more details about our 

community’s history and may even select a topic that interests them. Once the tour is complete, participants 

will learn how to collect information to create a historical timeline and enhance the information by using 

artistic elements along with charts and/or drawings of some of their favorite parts of their community’s history. 

Students will also get to learn some fun artmaking techniques with a variety of materials in the process. 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Activity: Art: Drawing, Math: learning how to chronologies, Social Studies: History of Our 

Community 

 

Sample ideas of students to learn about timelines: https://www.deviantart.com/hapo57/art/Project-Canada-Timeline-Saskatchewan-622888774 

 

First Nation Dress from the MJMAG collection. Installation shot of the Genealogy and 

Research Room in the Heritage Gallery. 

Installation shot in the Heritage Gallery of the 

history of nursing in our community.  



October 29 – November 29, 2018  

Exhibition: Jeffrey Spalding: Ghosts and Angels 

Theme: History of Printmaking and Discussing Appropriation in Art 

Activity: Abstract Prints 

This tour looks at the work of Jeffrey Spalding who creates abstract prints by 

layering his own ideas over cast off prints created by other artists. It then 

becomes the “ghost” under the final version of the work. Since he is using work 

by other artists, we will spend time talking about originality, appropriation, and 

copyrights for artists. We will also discuss what influence the digital age has on 

artwork that is being produced in modern society.  

After the tour students will experiment with printmaking methods by 

using such sources as vegetables, rubber blocks, silk-screens and even 

foam. As part of the discussion on original art, students will use 

previously created printing blocks and silk-screens to integrate these 

images into a collage of printmaking techniques to create their own 

authentic piece of art. 

Learning Activity: Art: Print Making and social issues about 

appropriation of original art  

 

 

November 19 – December 13, 2018  

Theme: Christmas Clay Workshop 

Activity:  (K to grade 3) Clay mitten with handprint  

(Grade 4 & up) Clay mitten with weaving inside  

The Christmas Clay Workshop is the year’s most popular tour and it highlights the 

strength of our program. This year we will focus on a clay project that represents 

warmth in the winter where students will cut out a mitten shape and create a unique 

impression of their own hand as a lasting memory. Older students will cut out a shape 

in the center and once fired, create a special woven pattern on the inside. Once the 

projects are fired classes will paint the projects back at the school in time for Christmas. 

If time permits, the group will have an opportunity to have a guided tour of one of the 3 

current exhibits featured in the Art Gallery or Heritage Gallery areas. Because this is our most popular tour, 

please call early as there is limited space.  

Learning Activity: Art: Clay, Science: Hands  

Jeffrey Spalding, Ghosts and Angels - Joan 

Mitchell's Parisian Blue, 2012. 

Sample of student project: layered prints. 

Sample of student project: Clay 

mitten with handprint inside. 



December 17 – 20, 2018 

Exhibition: Frank and Victor Cicansky: Keep on Going 

Theme: Christmas customs around the world - Romania  

Activity: Painting and paper cut-outs  

This week before Christmas we are celebrating the season by offering a special look at customs and traditions 

from different countries around the world. Highlighted in the art gallery is a father and son exhibition, “Frank 

and Victor Cicansky: Keep on Going,” Frank settled south of Moose Jaw from Romania in 1926 and had his son 

Victor in 1935. We will compare and contrast each of their styles of art as an immigrant and a first generation 

Canadian. Following the tour, we will look at why people like Frank decided to come to Canada and look at 

some of the cultural traditions he brought to this country such as food, art and songs. Newcomers from the 

Moose Jaw Multicultural Council will also talk to school groups about their Christmas traditions/winter holidays 

and share some their experiences coming to Canada.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Activity: Art: Painting, Collage, Social Studies - Our Community and other parts of the World 

January 21 – February 28, 2019 

Exhibition: Heritage Gallery – Stained Glass Collection 

Theme: Religious symbols 

Activity: Faux Stained glass 

(K - grade 3) Sun catchers with tissue paper/paper/glue 
(Grade 4 & up) Glass/paint/glue  

This tour looks at a very unique form of artmaking that dates back a 

thousand years. Traditionally used for religious decoration, stained glass 

still continue to adorn churches today. The window from our collection 

 Sample of student paper cut-outs. 

Stained glass window from G.E. Taylor home that is 

part of the MJMAG collection. Donated by the trustees 

of St. Andrews Church. 

Samples of Romanian folk art. 

 



was donated from the G.E. Taylor home at 174 Athabasca Street West and was commissioned by Mr. Taylor in 

1912. Although religious in nature, it also highlights the family’s love of music. Part of this tour will be to walk 

to locations in the downtown core and look at other samples of stained glass work. After the tour, students will 

have a chance to create a modified version of stained glass from an original drawing to glass inspired artwork.  

Learning Activity: Art: Stained glass (faux), Social Studies Religious symbols in our community: churches 

  

 

 

 

 

February 4 – March 28, 2019 

Exhibition: Field Portraits of Contemporary Western Culture:  Jon Bowie, Luis Fabini, Blake 

Little, Collier Schorr, Sheila Spence 

Theme: Looking at our face 

Activity: Portraits 

This exhibition looks at photographic portraits by five artists from Western 

Canada, USA, and South America who are all inspired by human subjects from 

mostly rural environments. The assembled portraits aim to present a diverse 

collection of men, women and children who the artists met by chance 

encounter, and either photographed them in their 

environment or in the photographer’s mobile 

studio. The photographs are either within or 

pushing the template of Western field portraiture. 

The after tour activity looks at the portrait and 

introduces students to the elements of the face and 

how to draw them in relations to the body.  

To save time, students are asked to bring a full size printout of their face to get 

started.  

 

Learning Activity: Art: Portrait Drawing, Science: Faces, Our Community: Rural 

Saskatchewan and other parts of the World 

Example of student work. 

Samples of younger students work using tissue paper, glue and construction paper. Sample of older student work using glue, paint and glass. 

Sheila Spence, Dawson Stover, Wood 

Mountain, SK, 2010, Pigment on photo rag, 

96.5 x 64.2 cm, Image courtesy of the artist. 



March 18 – May 2, 2019 

Exhibitions: Catherine Blackburn – New Age Warriors 

Heritage Gallery – First Nation Beadwork Collection 

Theme: Beading the old traditional way with the new 

Activity: Patterns in Beading in today’s world  

 (K to grade 5) Bead pattern mosaics on T-shirts 

(Grade 6 & up) Peler Bead pattern using todays symbols 

Catherine Blackburn was born of Dene and European ancestry in Ile 

a la Crosse Saskatchewan and is a member of the English River First 

Nation. She grew up in the small rural town of Choiceland, 

Saskatchewan and holds a BFA from the University of 

Saskatchewan. The gallery tour looks at Catherine’s beadwork 

sculptures and photography which address Canada's colonial past to 

introduce the new age of our present and future.  

Catherine’s work embraces two essential parts of her life – family and 

culture. It stems from her desire to further explore her identity as a First 

Nation person and express the pride she feels being a Dene woman. She 

demonstrates this by paying respect to people who have inspired and 

guided her through life. Catherine’s work explores personal narratives of 

identity and culture and aims to push the boundaries of how we define and 

appreciate the Indigenous experience in Canada. We will look at her work 

and compare and contrast the patterns from our Heritage Collection.  

Following the tour, all students will look at patterns from Catherine’s 

clothing designs and traditional beading from our collection to link into 

their artwork. Younger students will create drawing of a T-shirt and use a 

bingo dabber to create a pattern from the tour. Older students will use 

Perler beads to create a backpack tag using a present day symbol and fuse 

them with their favorite pattern. 

 

Learning Activity: Art: creating patterns using bingo dabbers (younger 

students) Perler Beads (older students), Social Studies: Our Community, 

First Nation Culture: Traditional Beading  

 

 

Grade 6 & up Perler beadwork project. 

Catherine Blackburn, Classics Series #10, Rabbit fur, beads, 

tea bag, 9.1 x 15.2 x 22.8 cm, 2017, collection of the MJMAG. 

Students under Grade 5 will design a t-shirt 

design on paper from traditional beadwork from 

our collection using bingo dabbers.  



April 15 – May 30, 2019 

Exhibition: Heritage Gallery 

Theme: Looking at the History of the tea cup and teas from different cultures 

Activity:  (K to grade 4) Clay tea cup  

(Grade 4 & up) Clay tea cup and matching saucer linking design  

This tour is dedicated to artifacts in the Heritage Gallery that connect with tea cups. A variety of cultures use 

them daily, in ceremonies and special events or gatherings. Tea comes in many forms and we will discuss the 

differences between such teas as green, fruits and locally gathered varieties. Samples will be on hand to help 

students understand the differences. 

Following the tour, students will have an opportunity to work with clay and use either pinch pot or slab 

construction, (depending on the age) to create their own tea cup. Older students will create a saucer that 

matches the cup and discuss how commercial companies design to complement each other. 

 

Learning Activity:  

Art: Clay, designing patterns, 

Social Studies - Our Community 

and other parts of the World 

 

 

 

 

May 27 – June 26, 2019 

Exhibition: Prairie Folk 

Theme: What is Folk Art? 

Activity: (K to grade 4) Wooden sculptures  

    (Grade 4 & up)Birds eye view paintings  

 
Harvey McInnes, Oil on Canvas. Saskatchewan Arts Board 

Collection. 

A photograph from the MJMAG collection of Olive Wells pouring tea for 

Queen Elizabeth II on her visit in 1959. 

 

An example of a student cup and 

saucer. 



 

According to Wikipedia, contemporary folk artists are frequently self-taught as their work is often developed in 

isolation or in small communities across the country. Folk artists traditionally learn skills and techniques 

through apprenticeships in informal community settings, though they may also be formally educated.1”  

This exhibition is a survey of artists from Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba and is co-curated by Joanne 

Marion from Esplanade Arts & Heritage Centre in Medicine Hat and Jennifer McRorie from the Moose Jaw 

Museum & Art Gallery. The work they have complied representing use many different type of art from the 

Western provinces. Following the tour students will learn about birds-eye perspective. This is a great activity to 

learn about observation and teach about surroundings of the world around them that include where they live, 

other important features that include their schools and distance, students will reflect on their own 

neighborhood and use that as their theme to learn about perspective in drawing and look at the bird’s point of 

view perspective.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Wikipedia contributors. (2018, August 1). Folk Art. In Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia. Retrieved August 2, 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folk_art 

Examples of student projects wooden sculptures made from clothes pins, pop cycle sticks, felt, 

glue, and paint. 

 

Example of student work looking at a Bird eye point of view. 



 

TOUR INFORMATION – TO REGISTER 

 

TOUR TIMES 

Monday through Wednesday; 9:30am or 1:00pm and Thursday; 9:30am.  

Tours run 1 ½ to 2 hours – (depending on activity, age and group dynamics) and include hands-on experiences 

Available from now until June 26, 2019. 

COST 

No charge to students from Holy Trinity School Division Moose Jaw Elementary Schools and High School Art 

classes (Vanier and Phoenix Academy), as they provide funding for Educational programming. 

$3.50/per student is charged to other school divisions to cover the cost of the materials.  

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 

For details about additional programs visit:  www.mjmag.ca 

TO BOOK A SCHOOL TOUR 

Education Coordinator: Christy Schweiger 

Call 306-692-4471    

Email: educator.mjmag@sasktel.net 

AGES 

Programs can be tailored to any grade level. 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

If you have a group of people that are interested in getting together to create art, the Moose Jaw Museum & 

Art Gallery may just be where you need to go. The Education Coordinator is available on select days to teach 

groups about clay, printmaking or other art forms. Please contact us for more details and current fees. 

OUTREACH PROGRAM 

If you have a class in the rural area and find it difficult to come to the gallery for a scheduled tour, the 

Education Coordinator is available to provide a limited number of tours right in your facility, providing special 

workshops in such mediums as clay and printmaking. Please contact her for more details and current fees. 

 

http://www.mjmag.ca/
mailto:educator.mjmag@sasktel.net


EXHIBITIONS AT THE GALLERY  

September 13 - December 30, 2018  

Jeffrey Spalding: Ghosts and Angels 

Through the use of chance encounters Canadian artist, Jeffrey J. Spalding 

has created exciting and unexpected expressive abstractions. Working 

with printmaker Gordon Novak of Novak Graphics in Admiral, SK, Jeffrey 

uses the cast off printmaking materials and found colours gathered from 

the works of other artists in a very specific printing process designed to 

ensure the development of almost random composition making. The 

process is informed by the contributions of many artists in unplanned, 

unintentional ways. The results have a very dynamic fifties abstraction 

meets Pop Art vibe. For Jeffrey, the expressive results pay homage to a variety of artists from the modern art 

period and referenced in the titles. These are the “ghosts” within the artworks. For Gordon, the happy 

accidents discovered within this art-making process are attributed to the 'angels' of printmaking. 

Curated by Kim Houghtaling; Organized by the Art Gallery of Swift Current 

 

September 13 - December 30, 2018  

Frank & Victor Cicansky: Keep on Going 

This exhibition features paintings and sculptures created by 2 generations of Cicansky’s and themed around 

early immigration to Canada through storytelling in art and looking at the strong working ethics of that 

generation. More specifically how it carried on into the first generation of their Canadian children like their 

eldest son Victor. The title of the exhibition, Keep on Going is the title of one of Frank’s paintings that hangs in a 

prominent place in Victor’s home where it confronts him daily. It’s a philosophy that sustained his dad in tough 

times and has often given him the resilience to rise, shine and keep on going.  This exhibition is in honor Frank’s 

legacy, and his inherent love for making things. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installation shot at Art Gallery of Swift Current of Jeff 

Spalding: Ghosts and Angels.  

Frank Cicansky, What’s the Idea you coming here #53 Bunda's Farm, acrylic, 

pencil, felt pen on Masonite, 1980. 

Victor Cicansky, Prairie Blue with October Pickles, glazed clay, wood, 

acrylic, 53.0 x  66.0 x 17.7 cm, 2001. 

 



November 8, 2018 – January 6, 2019 

Annual Art Guild Exhibition - Unleashed 

This annual exhibition with the Moose Jaw Art Guild highlights the artmaking of local artists who belong to the 

Guild and have been involved with our community for almost 100 years. This exhibit celebrates the diversity of 

its members in the community. 

 

February 1 – May 5, 2019 

Field Portraits of Contemporary Western Culture 

Field Portraits of Contemporary Western Culture, 

presents works by five artists who focus on the essence 

of 21st century subjects in mostly rural environments; 

capturing their subjects in the great outdoors, at work, 

between rodeos, or in temporary, mobile studios. Their 

photographs exist both within and beyond the 

photographic template of Western photographic field 

portraiture. Jon Bowie, Luis Fabini, Blake Little, Collier 

Schorr, and Sheila Spence are conceptually attuned to 

traditional portraiture and to the social changes in 

contemporary Western cultures. Each artist registers 

these changes in subtle shifts in visual narrative to 

delimit the traditional poses, gestures, costuming, looks, 

settings, and compositions. In doing so they direct our attention to a new range of Western subjects and values 

beyond the mediated average. 

Curated: by Wayne Baerwaldt  

 

Luis Fabini, Cowboys of the Americas, Cowboys US, 2017. Image courtesy of 

the artist. 

Installation of the Moose Jaw Art Guild 2017 exhibition, 100 Years Retrospective. 



February 1 – May 5, 2019 

Catherine Blackburn – New Age Warriors 

Catherine Blackburn’s practice is centered on 

contemporary interpretations of traditional 

Indigenous forms. In New Age Warriors, she uses the 

framework of beading to explore cultural identity, 

memory, and history, resulting in a presentation of 

photography and sculpture. Catherine uses Perler 

beads to create 6 – 7 life-size warrior garments and 

language medallions. Each outfit is an amalgamation 

of elements based on traditional female clothing 

from different nations in Canada, speaking to the 

diversity of Canada’s Indigenous women. Although 

embedded floral and geometric designs is be drawn 

from traditional imagery, the structure of the 

garments is futuristic to assert that Indigenous 

women’s resiliency is their “new age armour.” The plastic Perler beads are important in this regard. Due to 

North America's growing consumerism there is an overabundance of plastic waste. By reinventing plastic 

through garment making, Blackburn comments on the relationship between Indigenous women and the land in 

terms of ingenuity and adaptation to environment. 

 

May 23 – August 25, 2019 

Prairie Folk 

The Prairie Folk exhibition presents a survey of folk art by Saskatchewan, 

Alberta and Manitoba artists, exploring the widespread practice of this 

genre of art making on the Canadian prairies and its subsequent impact on 

generations of contemporary artists, such as Joe Fafard, David Thauberger, 

and Victor Cicansky and contemporary folk art that is being practiced 

today. Featuring both historical and contemporary work, this cross-

provincial exhibition creates opportunities for dialogue and exchange in 

regards to the art histories and practices of the arts in Saskatchewan, 

Alberta, and Manitoba. Local folk artists included in this exhibition are: 

Jerry Kaiser, Lawrence Pederson, Eva and Wesley Dennis. 

Co-curated by Joanne Marion from the Esplanade Arts & Heritage Centre 

in Medicine Hat and Jennifer McRorie from the Moose Jaw Museum & Art 

Gallery. 

Jerry Kaiser, Goose Bot, wood and paint, 2004 

Catherine Blackburn, The Churchill Challenger, 2018, photograph 


