
 

Education Guide                  January – June 2018  

 

educator.mjmag@sasktel.net                                                 306-692-4471 

IN SUPPORT OF OUR EDUCATION PROGRAMS, THE MOOSE JAW MUSEUM & ART GALLERY WOULD LIKE 

TO THANK: 

The City of Moose Jaw, Canada Council for the Arts, Saskatchewan Arts Board, Museums Assistance Program of the 

Department of Canadian Heritage, Saskatchewan Lotteries and SaskCulture Inc., and Holy Trinity Roman Catholic 

Separate School Division.  



January 8 – February 15, 2018 

Exhibition: History of our Community – Scavenger Hunt 

Theme: Learning the principles of glazing  

Activity: Canada 150 Plate Decoration with Glazes 

This tour takes us on a tour of the Heritage Gallery and highlights our community’s history. 

Students will go on a scavenger hunt looking for clues around the gallery to learn about our past.  

Following the tour, students will spend time in the studio learning about the scientific principles of 

glazing. Terms such as low fire and high fire and differences between transparent, opaque, 

crystaltone and crackle glazes. All terms used to describe different effects with different 

ingredients in the firing process. Upon learning about glazes, students will be given a bisque-fired 

plate that they will be able to glaze. The surprise will be when they get their pieces back after being 

fired and returned back to the school.  

February 5 – April 26, 2018  

Exhibition: Kevin MacKenzie  

Theme: Symbols and how they are used in 

society 

Activity: (grade 5 & up) Creating plaster 

objects to collage with other found objects  

(grade 4 & under) create a plastic pony 

bead keychain 

Students will have an opportunity to tour 

Cree/Métis artist Kevin McKenzie’s two sculptural 

Bisque-fired plate that has been fired once. Samples of some of the glazes used in the glaze-firing. 

 



installations with handmade cast buffalo skulls illuminated by neon and LED lights which represent 

Christian symbolism combined with Indigenous spiritual motifs. Students will be asked to ponder 

identity and alienation, post colonialism, technology, Christianity, and cultural commodification. 

Following the tour, older students will have an opportunity to use plaster from a mold and collage 

found objects to respond to the exhibition. Younger student (Grade 1-4) will use plastic pony beads 

to create a symbol from the exhibition.  

April 9 – May 17, 2018  

Exhibition: Cliff Eyland: Book Stories – Moose Jaw Series 

Theme: Recycled Books 

Activity: Creating a series of painting using old books and paint 

As part of our newest addition to the Moose Jaw Museum & Art Gallery collection, this installation 

will be permanently displayed in our lobby facing the library and is a collection of 300 painting that 

were done by Winnipeg artist Cliff Eyland. Students will spend time looking at the paintings and 

ponder the techniques used to create them and how he made them look like books. As a hands-on 

activity, students will learn new ways of working with paint and use books as a theme to make old 

books look like art using acrylic paint and medium. 

 

Installation of Cliff Eyland’s work, Book Stories – Moose Jaw Series in the lobby of the Moose Jaw Museum & Art Gallery 

May 21 – June 21, 2018 

Exhibition: Grace Nickel – Arbor Vitae 

Theme: How to Build a Clay Column 

Activity: Bird Houses 

In this tour, of Grace Nickel’s installation, Arbor Vitae is a body of work resulting from an intensive 

two years of research including artist’s residencies in Jingdezhen, China, exploring fabric formwork 

at the Centre for Architectural Structures and Technology, and experimenting with fabrication 

technologies at AssentWorks in Winnipeg. Students will look at how Grace Nickel creates columns 



in this exhibition and in the hands-on activity will use similar techniques to create a birdhouse out 

of clay.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 4 – June 21, 2018 

Tour: Crescent Park Tour 

Theme: Nature and Trees in Crescent Park  

Activity: En Plein Air Painting 

School groups will have an opportunity to get outdoors for the month of June in Crescent Park and 
meet the City of Moose Jaw Gardiner Sarah Regent. She will spend time talking about the trees and 
diversity in Crescent Park and talk about the ecosystem. Student will not only identify the trees in 
the park, they will catalogue the diversity and explore how trees interact with the environment. 
Following the tour, students will learn about En plein which means the act of painting outdoors and 
create a watercolour landscape painting of a tree in Crescent Park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A close-up of Grace Nickel installation, Arbor Vitae 

 

Sample of bird house project  

 



TOUR INFORMATION – TO REGISTER 

 

TOUR TIMES 

Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday; 9:30am or 1:00pm and Thursday; 9:30am.  

Tours run 1 ½ to 2 hours – (depending on activity, age and group dynamics) and include hands-on 

experiences 

Available from now until June 21, 2018. 

COST 

No charge to students from Holy Trinity School Division Moose Jaw Elementary Schools and High 

School Art classes (Vanier and Phoenix Academy), as they provide funding for Educational 

programming. 

$3.50/per student is charged to other school divisions to cover the cost of the materials.  

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 

For details about additional programs visit:  www.mjmag.ca 

TO BOOK A SCHOOL TOUR 

Education Coordinator: Christy Schweiger 

Call 306-692-4471    

Email  educator.mjmag@sasktel.net 

AGES 

Programs can be tailored to any grade level. 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

If you have a group of people that are interested in getting together to create art, the Moose Jaw 

Museum & Art Gallery may just be where you need to go. The Education Coordinator is available on 

select days to teach groups about clay, printmaking or other art forms. Please contact us for more 

details and current fees. 

OUTREACH PROGRAM 

If you have a class in the rural area and find it difficult to come to the gallery for a scheduled tour, 

the Education Coordinator is available to provide a limited number of tours right in your facility, 

providing special workshops in such mediums as clay and printmaking. Please contact her for more 

details and current fees. 

 

http://www.mjmag.ca/
mailto:educator.mjmag@sasktel.net


EXHIBITIONS AT THE GALLERY  

February 1 – April 29, 2018  

Kevin McKenzie: Resurrection 

 

An installation shot of Kevin McKenzie’s exhibition Resurrection. 

In Resurrection, Cree/Métis artist McKenzie presents powerful sculptural installations with 
handmade cast buffalo skulls illuminated by neon and LED lights. For McKenzie, the sublime effect 
evokes Christian symbolism, and combined with Indigenous spiritual motifs, asks viewers to ponder 
identity and alienation, post colonialism, technology, Christianity, and cultural commodification. 

Kevin McKenzie is Cree/Métis, born and raised in Regina, Saskatchewan. His family is a member of 
the Cowessess First Nation of Saskatchewan. McKenzie received his BFA, and is currently a 
candidate for the MFA program, at the University of Regina. He has participated in residencies at 
the Banff Centre for the Arts, the Indian Art Centre, Sakewewak First Nations Artist Collective Inc. 
and the Department of Visual Arts, University of Regina. 

McKenzie has exhibited nationally and internationally, including Changing Hands: Art Without 
Reservation 2, Museum of Arts and Design, New York; Don’t Stop Me Now, National Gallery of 
Canada; and If We Never Met, Pataka Art Gallery Museum, New Zealand. His work will be 
represented in Transformer: Native Art in Light and Sound at the National Museum of the American 
Indian, Smithsonian Institute, New York, in November 2017. His work is held in the collections of 
the National Gallery of Canada, the MacKenzie Art Gallery, Indigenous and Northern Affairs 
Canada, Manitoba Hydro Corporation, First Nations University of Canada, Comox Valley Art Gallery 
and the Saskatchewan Arts Board. He has a permanent public sculpture in Whistler B.C. 
commissioned by VANOC Cultural Olympiad 2010. Kevin currently lives and works in Regina, 
Saskatchewan, where his multi-disciplined art practice is constantly evolving. 

Resurrection is co-curated by Joanne Marion and Jennifer McRorie, Curatorial Director of the 
Moose Jaw Museum & Art Gallery, and is accompanied by a publication with a text by Daina 
Warren, Director of Urban Shaman Gallery, Winnipeg. The artist thanks the Department of Visual 
Arts, University of Regina for its support. 

 



February 1 – April 29, 2018  

Tori Foster: Traces of Being 
Tori Foster’s work in photography, kinetic 
sculpture and video is based on logic and 
rigorous recording of data over time. Her 
everyday subject matter – city rush hour 
traffic patterns, people moving through 
public transit, a streetcar stop over 24 
hours, primary satellite recording 
techniques and a New York streetscape – 
become documents of the ephemeral, 
mysterious and moving poetry of ordinary life. 

Originally from Toronto where she earned an MFA and BFA from Ryerson University, Tori Foster is 
now based in Los Angeles where she is Assistant Professor and the Head of Video/Digital Art at 
California State University, Northridge. She has received dozens of grants and awards, most 
recently a New Media Research and Production grant from the Canada Council for the Arts in 2016. 
She has shown work in 16 countries world-wide, including Canada, Germany, India, Korea, 
Australia, Brazil, and the USA, and her work is held in numerous public, private and corporate 
collections 

May 17 – June 21, 2018 

Grace Nickel: Arbor Vitae 

 

An installation shot of Grace Nickel’s exhibition Arbor Vitae 

This exhibition is a porcelain installation comprising six organically shaped tree-like columns 
surrounding a “fallen” tree. Arbor Vitae brings to mind images of ancient Greek architecture like 
the Acropolis and the Parthenon, specifically resembling the structural columns of buildings that 
remain long after the walls have fallen away. The stark, white, unglazed porcelain is elegant and 
beautiful, and Arbor Vitae’s organic shapes and verticality have remarkable monumental presence 

Tori Foster, Downtown, photographic composite, 48 x 95 inches, 2014 

 



within the gallery’s architecture. Decorated using patterns that reference drapery fabric, the 
surfaces of the columns allude to both domestic spaces and the natural world. At the centre of the 

six “protective” columns lies the fallen porcelain tree. The central object is segmented and its 
surface “scratched.” The fallen tree has surface tonal variations and openings that allow viewers 
access to the rich, bronze, earthen colour on the interior. With its insides vulnerable, fungi are 
revealed on the interior. This parasitic growth is “taking over” the tree, facilitating its 
decomposition and return to the earth. 

 


